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Visit all Rina’s listings 
www.rinat.ca 


ROYAL LePAGE 


i 905-892-0222 • 905-734-4545 r 

Direct 905-980-1199 ' __ 

E-mail: rinat@royallepage.ca 

30 Years of Award Winning Real Estate Sales 


HOME DELIVERY CALL 905-732-2411 
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Honours for Pelham firefighters 



SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Firefighters, front from left, Henry Timmers, Henry Wutzke, Paula Park and Bruce Girard received medals for 20 or 30 years of volunteer service with the Pelham Fire Department. At right is 
fire Chief Bob Lymburner. In back from left are district fire chiefs Jim Waldeck from Station No. 3, Ben Gutenberg of Station No. 1 and Owen Simmonds of Station No. 2. 


Jk 

Full-time Realtor, royal Lepage 
rsyia Your friend in 

mal ocloto Independently Owned & Opel 

pmesold.com SALES REPRESENTATIVE real estate. 

100 

brokerage 

Office: 905-892-0222 • Sell: 905-321-2261 • debbiepine@royallepage.ca 
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UPFRONT 



Welland singer Vince headed to Grammy Awards audience 


ASHLYNNE 

VINCE 

FUNDRAISING 

CONCERT 

Friday,Jan.29,7p.m. 

Rose City Kids Theatre, 99 
East Main St., Welland 
Jason Stirpe will open the 

Tickets $10 or $25 with 
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Nurdles progress to provincials 


FRANKIIKEMAN 

Postmedia Network 

The Fonthill Nurdles have 
advanced to a provincial First 
Lego League (FLL) competi¬ 
tion for their trash talk. 

The robotics team com¬ 
peted at the FLL regional 
competition in St. Catharines 
on Dec. 5, taking home a gold 
medal and securing them a 
spot at the next level of com¬ 
petition to be held at the Uni¬ 
versity of Waterloo on Jan. 30, 
for competing in a robot com¬ 
petition and for their presen- 

Trash Trek. 

The team began their 
research about trash and 
decided to put their focus on 

made from recyclable mate¬ 
rial, are non-recyclable due 
to their size, said Fonthill Nur¬ 
dles coach Tracie Coyne. 

“There's no place in Ontario 
that will recycle gift cards 
because they're small and light 
and tend to clog the sorters so 


they have to be dealtwith inde¬ 
pendently," Coyne said. 

The Fonthill Nurdles began 
collecting gift cards and have 
managed to accumulate over 
90 pounds of used cards, an 
estimated 9,000 cards. The 
cards were collected in boxes 
the team set up at local Sobeys 
and Tim Hortons stores as well 
as the Seaway Mall, Niagara 
Region and Town of Pelham. 
The cards collected so far will 
be sent to a recycling company 
in Ohio called Earthworks. 


The group’s ultimate 



collect gift cards to be recy¬ 
cled. The group has been 
invited to present to regional 
waste management and Pel- 

reached out to Tim Hortons' 
head office to talk about a 
chain-wide collection pro¬ 
gram, Coyne said. 




MANY REASONS TO SMILE! 


ijH i • Free Consult 
.5 Includes X-Rays 


a* 


• 0% Interest 
Payment Plans 

• Evening Hours 

• Treatment Fees Include 
Set of Retainers and 
Custom Mouthguard 



8f?Ac ES FOR ALL 

kamatovicortho.com 
(905) 356-7919 


p,C3 fc ' INVISALIGN 


saveoNenergy 

FOR HOME 


saveoNenergy 

FOR BUSINESS 




Let’s talk about Together we can help 
Energy Efficiency you manage your 

and Conservation. electricity costs. 


DO MORE! 


SAVE MORE! 
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Looking ahead to capital budget, major projects 


DAVEAUGUSTYN 

Special to Pelham News 

S ince both town and regional councils 
approved 2016 capital budgets, I want to 
inform you about some major improvements 
planned for Pelham this year. Let's start with 
a couple of the biggest. 

Pelham Community Centre 

As I wrote about previously, Pelham town 
council earmarked $37 million in the munici¬ 
pal budget toward constructing a planned 
community centre. 

I purposefully use the word “earmarked,” 
because we included what’s like a place¬ 
holder in the 2016 capital budget. In the 
case of the community centre, both the 
design plan and the spending of any of these 


funds will have to come back to council for 
approval. 

Why did we do this? The major reason is so 
that this project might be eligible for govern¬ 
ment grants. You see, previous federal and 
provincial grants only funded projects local 
councils already included in their approved 
capital budgets. 

In fact, in his speech to the Toronto Board 
of Trade last Thursday, Amarjeet Sohi, 
Canada's Minister of Infrastructure and 
Communities, stated the government’s desire 
to invest $10 billion in infrastructure projects 
now to help stimulate the economy. 

He said he trusts municipal governments 
to set priorities and wants both shovel-ready 

By earmarking these funds this year and 
by working to finalize the design this spring, 


I hope we can be well positioned for council 
to consider proceeding with this important 
project this year. 

Maple Acre Library 

You might recall that last year we budgeted 
$1 million for the design/build for a renewed 
Maple Acre library. We will proceed this year 
with the construction. 

Since last fall, the Maple Acre advisory 
committee worked with an architect and 
builder toward a design that meets the town's 
guidelines for civic landmark buildings, 
enhances the heritage/original portion of the 
Maple Acre library and adds on a learning 
commons with rentable, flexible, multi-pur¬ 
pose open space. Last Wednesday, the Maple 
Acre advisory committee approved Option A 
as the design for the new library facility. 


The committee considered more than 
130 comments, gathered during a public 
open house, through comment sheets at the 
Pelham Arena and Pelham libraries and via 
an online consultation and agreed with the 
72 per cent of those who chose option A over 

I’m thrilled the town will reconstruct 
Maple Acre into a state-of-the-art library 
while honouring nearly a hundred years of 
library service in Fenwick. I look forward to 
people enjoying the renewed facility for many 
years to come. 

More about our other planned capital 
improvements for 2016 next time. 

You can contact Mayor Dave at mayordave@pelham.ca or 
read past columns at www.pelhammayordave.blogspot.com. 


Stigmatizing smokers won’t help them butt out 


Q 


uitting smoking is good. 
Stigmatizing people who smoke 


There has been a significant decline 
in the rates of cigarette smoking over 

attributed to a combination of strategies 
including taxes, laws, public education 
and de-normalization. 

De-normalizing cigarette smoking 

counteracting the depictions of smok¬ 
ing as cool or glamourous by tobacco 
companies. 

However, while some people who 

smoking has increased their intentions 
to quit, many others have experienced 
lower self-esteem and feelings of shame, 
guilt or hopelessness, which can hinder 

hide their smoking. 

The social stigma can be even worse for 
people who smoke and live in poverty. 

Nicotine is highly addictive, both 
physically and psychologically. For every 
person you may know who has quit “cold 
turkey," there are countless numbers 



Quitting smoking is not impossible, 
but it is definitely not easy, especially 
the longer a person has been smoking. 
Research has shown it can take 10 or 
more attempts before success is main¬ 
tained long term. 

Friends and family may offer well- 
intentioned advice to a person who 

and lead to further anxiety, self-blame 
and inaction. 

The term "smoker” itself is a stigma¬ 
tizing label that places blame on the 

fact smoking is a complex addiction, 
not simply a lifestyle choice. Smoking is 
often a coping mechanism for stress and 
other difficult emotions, and can quickly 


The last few generations of youths have 
grown up with mass media campaigns 
and talks with the school health nurse 
warning about the dangers of smoking. 

We know smoking is harmful to our 
health. These well-intentioned mes¬ 
sages may have contributed to fewer 
youths taking up smoking, but we have 
not eliminated smoking altogether. 

influenced by much more than just 
knowledge. 

If we all followed the health messages 
taught in school or heard on television, 
everyone would be eating five to seven 
daily servings of fruits and vegetables, 
sleeping eight hours a night and exercis¬ 
ing regularly. We know this is not the 


to prevent people from starting smoking 
and to support people who are trying to 
quit. I am suggesting a less stigmatizing 
and more empathetic approach is needed 
if we truly want to help. 

■ Avoid dirty looks, derogatory com¬ 
ments and guilt-inducing scare tactics. 
Choose your words more carefully and 


with sensitivity. Labels are for packages, 
not people. For example, speak about 
"a person who smokes” rather than "a 
smoker.” A "dirty habit” is actually an 


■ Change the way you think about 
people who smoke and see them as 
human beings with the same feelings, 
emotions and struggles that you experi- 

challenges to make permanent changes 
in areas of your life. Offer compassion, 
not guilt. 

■ Ask a person how you can help, 
rather than offering up what you think is 
useful advice to quit smoking. Be encour¬ 
aging. Words can sometimes hurt more 
than they can help. 

Let's all do our part to help foster a 

environment that does not continue to 
isolate or marginalize people who smoke. 
Understanding the challenges of quitting 
smoking and helping to build the con- 

ready can go a long way. 

- Lori Kleinsmith is a health promoter and smoke 
cessation counsellor at Bridges^mmmity Health 


vS’ 


LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/PelhamNews 
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Critelli’s cup runneth over with honour 



BERNIE PUCHALSKI 

Postmedia Network 

Chris Critelli has amassed 
a pile of awards during her 
years as a basketball player, 
coach and sports administra- 

The St. Catharines native 
is a member of the Canadian 
and Ontario basketball, St. 
Catharines and Denis Mor¬ 
ris sports hall of fames and 
now the former Olympian will 
see her surname be a part of 
Ontario university women’s 
basketball tradition in perpe- 

Ontario University Athlet¬ 
ics had decided to name its 
women’s championship bas¬ 
ketball trophy the Critelli Cup 

long-time women’s basket¬ 
ball coach. 

“I am surprised and it’s a 
little bit surreal,” she said. “It 
is perpetuity and it's so cool 
that my family name is going 
to be out there forever.” 

Critelli has a difficult time 
sorting out her emotions 

“It is really hard to describe 
because this is wild,” said the 
two-time NCAA Division and 
Canadian university sports 
basketball champion. "I can't 
imagine having a trophy 
named after me. I am over¬ 
whelmed.” 

Critelli first found out about 
the honour when a list of the 

as part of the correspond¬ 
ence package she receives for 
her duties on the OUA sports 



nominated. I thought it was 
pretty neat and it was quite 
a surprise just to be nomi- 


ber that it would be called the 
Critelli Cup when the OUA 
called to arrange to shoot a 
video clip about her 33-year 

“When I found out, I was 
shocked, knowing the nom¬ 
inees were so outstanding," 


quite an honour.” 

The official announcement 
took place Wednesday night in 
the Bob Davis Gym between 

and men’s basketball games 
against Western. Scheduled 
to be in attendance were OUA 
president Peter Baxter and 
OUA CEO Gord Grace. 

Critelli’s 33-year career at 
Brock has seen her serve as 
athletic director, assistant ath¬ 
letic director and assistant 
and head coach of the wom¬ 
en's basketball team. In her 
25-year coaching career, her 
teams recorded 393 wins, six 
divisional titles and an OUA 

As a player, Critelli played 
in the 1976 Olympics at age 18 
and won three international 
bronze medals. She is the only 
player in history to be a part of 
NCAA and Canadian Univer¬ 
sity Sport championship bas¬ 
ketball titles. The Canadian 
titles came when she was a 

the NCAA titles were garnered 
at Old Dominion. 
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It’s a child’s life that is at risk’ 


RAY SPITERI 

Postmedia Network 

Most drivers know what 
"STOP” means, but some 
continue to disobey the law, 
particularly when it comes to 

In recent weeks, numer¬ 
ous residents in the McLeod 

Niagara Falls have contacted 
police with concerns about 
vehicles not stopping for 
school buses when students 
are boarding and exiting. 

Many of the students 
included pre-school-aged 
children leaving and return¬ 
ing to a day-care centre in the 


Niagara Regional Police 
attended the area for a traf¬ 
fic investigation for a day last 

During that morning and 


four drivers for failing to stop 
for a school bus. 

The infraction included 
a $490 fine and six demerit 


Police said one of the driv¬ 
ers was a novice-class G2 
license holder who will now 
be subjected to a licence 





PEOPLE 

CHARGED 

ACROSS 

NIAGARA 


2013:10 

2014:12 

2015:12 


In 2012, the stretch of Kalar 
Road between McLeod Road 
and Lundy's Lane was des¬ 
ignated a Community Safety 
Zone. The area is home to 
several schools, parks, com- 



Designating an area as 
a Community Safety Zone 
allows for traffic violation 

"When these incidents 
occur, they can be very atten¬ 
tion-getting in that the law 
is very clear and young chll- 

NRP spokesmanConst. Phil 
Gavin said. 

“These incidents are fur¬ 
ther compounded when they 

such as distracted driving or 
poor weather conditions.” 





w£\FirstOntario 

TS* PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 
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Recreation Programs & Class 
D rop-In Zumba Classes @ Pelham Arena 

Tuesday, February 2 
Tuesday, February 2 
Wednesday, February 3 
Thursday, February 4 

Arena Programs 


9:30-10:30 am 
No Class 
7:30 - 8:30 pm 
10:00-11:00 am 


Walking Club - Join us! 

Tuesdays at Pelham Arena from 
9-10 am and Thursdays at Fonthill 
Bandshell from 9-10:30 am. For 
more information, please contact 
(905) 892-2607 ext. 329. 


feedback Is important to U! 
Town of Pelham website to let u 
are doing. 


Sunday, Jan 31 
1:00-2:20 pm 
Tuesday, Feb 2 

4:00-5:00 pm 


Parent/Preschool 
Tuesday, Feb 2 
1:00-2:00 pm 
Friday, Feb 5 

10:00-11:00 am 


Contact Julie Cook at 


Tuesday, Feb 2 
8:00-9:00 am 
Friday, Feb 5 

9:00-10:00 am 


Monday, Feb 1 

9:30-10:45 am 
Thursday, Feb 4 
10:30-11:45 am 


Hockey Skills Hour 
Monday, Feb 1 
11:00-12:00 pm 
Thursday, Feb 4 

2:00-3:00 pm 


Tuesday, Feb 2 

7:00 pm 

vs. St. Catharines 


JOin ©UR TEAM 

The Town of Pelham is currently 
accepting applications 
for the following positions: 

• Casual Crossing Guard 

• Reserve Crossing Guard 

Visit pelham.ca/career-opportunities 
for more information and to apply 


CALL FOR MEMBERS 

Pelham Summerfest 
Committee 


Visit pelham.ca for application details. 
For more info, contact (905) 892-2607 
ext. 315. 


Thank You! 

We greatly appreciate that you have been reading our 
Town of Pelham Community Page in this newspaper for 
the last three years. 

Your interest in Town news, events, activites and 
programs is wonderful and we hope that you will continue to 
stay in touch with us through our: 

• Town website at pelham.ca 

• Facebook at facebook.com/TownOfPelhamOntario 

• Twitter at twitter.com/TownOfPelham 

Please note that this is the last publication of this page. 

See you all online! 

2016 March Break Camp Details & 

Registrations Available Soon! 

Visit pelham.ca/March-Break-Camp 
or follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
Hope to see you this year! 



ji ~ 

^Pelham Camp 
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We're almost 
there! 


Help us fund more than 30 local programs. 
100% of your donation stays here, 
helping 1 in 3 people in Niagara. 


Please give... it's easy and helps so many. 

Make a first time donation! 

Receive a Blue Star Gift Card & see your 
donation matched by the Clark Family. 

Make a Leadership Gift! 

Your donation will be matched by Milan 
Plentai of National Bank Financial! 

Visit us online or call to donate! 

800 Niagara Street, Welland, ON L3C 5Z4 
www.unitedwaysouthniagara.ca 
905.735.0490 

Ignite Possibility in Your Community 
Please give generously. 


n 


Thank You To Our Lead Campaign Sponsors 



WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


Co H!0Kll9 


Ontario Tire Stewardship 
squandering taxpayer 
dollars on booze, hotels 

h 


The: 


io Liberals do business and 
taxpayer money. 

of 2016 brought it with 


s reports that the Ontario 
Tire Stewardship has squandered 
thousands of dollars in eco-fees on 
booze and meals; stays at luxury 
hotels; wine tastings and a boat 
cruise. 

Why does it matter how the staff a 
the Ontario Tire Stewardship spend 
their money? Because it’s not their 
money — it’s yours. 

The Ontario Tire Stewardship is a 


open 


without public c 


despite holding a purse of about; 
million per year of public money. 
It collects roughly $5 per tire from 


rs for e 


erynt 



xhased in Ontario. 
Fees for commercial vehicle tires are 
significantly higher. 

The stewardship is tasked with 
using those fees to recycle the mil- 

ince each year — previously burned 
or deposited in landfills. 

I don’t think spending $16,000 
at the Fairmont Ch&teau Lau 


o line the pt 
holds power at 
It’s almost laugnaDie mat me 
agency defends the $3,200 golf ft 

ardship officials the opportunity 

and discuss their concerns abou 
the program's $49.6-mdhon surp 
I think the surplus funds wouli 


nerytou 


tasting and accommodations a 
Prince of Wales in Niagara-on-the- 
Lake; or $300 for a dinner of elk 
tenderloin, wild boar chops and 
Cabernet Sauvignon is the best way 
to recycle tires. 

What's worse, the spending goes 
beyond luxury dinners and fancy 
hotels. 



W When the electricity fails... 

How will you be AFFECTED ? 




m 


Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 

All Types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & Aerial Bucket Truck Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax: 905-899-2383 
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COMMISSOS 

FRESH FOODS 


Cantaloupes 


Cauliflower 


Signature 


3 Ply 


Facial Tissue 


Cheese Bars 


La Molisana 

Pasta AII’Uovo 

Assorted Varieties 


JJWilk 

Pierogies 

Assorted Varieties 


Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
and click on the flyer icon to 
see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday Jan. 29 through Thursday Feb. 4 ,2016 

FRI I SAT I SUN I MON I TUE I WED I THU 

29 | 30 | 31 | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 

6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 















10 ■ 


PELHAM NEWS ■ THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2016 



HALF PRICE! ZJba^ si 


OVER 

HALF 

OFF! 

Bits & Bites 



■MMI 



h Fur im mtun-nmi 


p flaked light TUNA p i 

Pn 9 4i • j 1 

I yfwuSL 


a r^fy ft j rn ml 

A 1 

1 f ®C^2E0 MR 


[ CHUNK LIGHT TUNA jg 



^ I 

r-vSErJif 



Prices in effect until February 2 nd , 2016, while quantities last. 


GIANT TIGER 


your saveoneverything store 


_ . . ■ | store Hours: Mon.-rn. o am to y pm 

20 Highway 20 East, rOnthlllsat.8amto6pm*Sun.9amto6pm 

Joinut! | GIANT TIGER 

■/ W WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, FOLLOW OR TWEET 1 



GIANT TIGER, TIGRE GEANT, TIGER HEAD DESIGNS AND OTHER TRADEMARKS IN THIS AD ARE REGISTERED AND UNREGISTERED CANADIAN TRADEMARKS OF GIANT TIGER STORES LIMITED AND ARE LICENSED TO ITS FRANCHISEES. 







THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 2016 ■ PELHAM NEWS 


■ 11 


LOCALNEWS 



It’s been a big sea 
change for Alan Doyle 


JOHN LAW 

Postmedia Network 

Being nervous has served Alan Doyle 
well. 

The burly Newfoundland-born singer 
jokes he always felt a bit of unease during 
his 20 years with Great Big Sea, wonder¬ 
ing when the ride would come to an end. 
When it finally did at the end of 2013, his 
schedule — and life — was suddenly wide 

“Nothing scares me like an empty calen¬ 
dar" says Doyle, on the line from Los Ange¬ 
les. 

He has spent two years filling it. With a 
book (Where I Belong). With an album 
(So Let's Go, his second solo release). With 
constant touring. 

As Doyle says, he never knows when it'll 
all be taken away. 

“I’m constantly worried that some¬ 
one's gonna come knock on the door and 
go ‘Wait a minute, you don't know how to 
write a book!’ I’m going to go ‘I know!” 

are open. Doyle had plans to chill on New 
Year’s Eve until organizers of the annual 
Niagara Falls concert at Queen Victoria 
Park gave him a ring. 

The show was scrambling to find acts 
after Global pulled out of broadcasting it. 
Doyle had played the concert three previ¬ 
ous times with Great Big Sea... would he 

He called his band Beautiful Gypsies, 
talked them into working on New Year’s 
Eve, and made the trip. 

“Itwas awesome," he says. “Itwas a great 
night. It’s a cool place to be, and has a sense 
of occasion about it" 

With the start of 2016 comes another tour, 
starting Jan. 27 at the FirstOntario Perform¬ 
ing Arts Centre in St Catharines — which 
he'll do while polishing off new songs to be 


“People always ask me if I get nervous 
still, and I say 'Every single night' The night 
that I stop being nervous, that's the night 
where it will definitely suck. The only thing 
that keeps me going forward... is the con¬ 
stant awareness that I could shag it all at 
any second. 

“Most creative people I know are like that 
They know they have to give it 110 per cent 
every time, just to buy themselves a chance 
to stay at it” 

Great Big Sea ended with the departure 
of co-founder Sean McCann. Doyle and 
the group's other co-founder, Bob Hallett, 
pondered going on, “but we couldn’t find a 

“Rather than do something unamicable, 
we said, 'Well, let's let it rest’ The last thing 
in the world I wanted... was to have the last 
thing that Bob and Sean and I did together 
(be) a racket We're not doing that” 

He felt “relief” that it ended on good 
terms, knowing he could focus on ‘what 

Not that it wasn't nerve-wracking. 

“It's especially spooky to stand on stage 
without the weight of a 20-year ship behind 
you,” he says. “But it's also very rewarding 
after to see that people are still interested in 
hearing what I'm up to. 

“It’s been one of the most rewarding 
things of my professional life that in the last 
two years I've discovered time and time 
again that people are interested in hearing 
me out of Great Big Sea. I couldn't tell you 
how grateful I am for that, and how lucky 
I feel." 

No matter who he plays with, Doyle aims 
for the same thing every show. 

“My tours are still designed to give peo¬ 
ple the greatest night of their lives,” he says. 
“When someone buys a ticket, they're leav¬ 
ing with their legs wobbly and their throats 


Colin Cook, CPA, CA, CBV, joined DJB in 2008, where he primarily served owner- 
managed businesses and various not-for-profit organizations in the community. In 2012 
he joined the Firm's Finanffijal Services Advisory Team (FSAT), where he now specializes 
in business valuations, business acquisitifiBS Stld divestitures, forensic account ng and. 
calculations of income for support purposes. In his role on DJB's FSAT, he is passionate 
about providing clarity for his clients regarding the complex issues of valuing their 
businesses. He helps clients unravel the often contentious question, "What's it worth?" 


djb.com 

BURLINGTON I GRIMSBY I HAMILTON I ST. CATHARINES I WELLAND 



IONS 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Please join Dwayne Pyper and all the Partners and staff of our 
Firm in congratulating Colin Cook for successfully obtaining his 
Chartered Business Valuator (CBV) designation from the 
Canadian Institute of Chartered Business Valuators. 


john.law@sunmedia.ca 
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Skyway crash reminder of dangers police face 
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Bite club: Animals sink teeth into 1,100 Niagarans 


If a Niagara resident is bit¬ 
ten by an animal, and the cul¬ 
prit isn’t a dog or cat, chances 
are it’s abat 

The Niagara Region Public 
Health department investi¬ 
gated 44 cases of bat bites or 
contacts last year. 

Of those, three bats tested 
positive for rabies. 

“Unfortunately with a bat’s 
bite, it’s not the same as abite 
from a dog, it’s not as pain¬ 
ful and sometimes you’re not 
completely aware of it,” said 
Bill Hunter, the department’s 
manager of environmental 
health. 

“So we try to err on the side 
of caution if we can, proceed 
tosenditfortestingorrecom- 
mend providing prophylaxis 
for the patient” 

Thebat reports were among 
1,139 bites investigated by Ni¬ 
agara public health officials in 
2015,slightlyupfromtheyear 

Most were from domes¬ 
tic animals. Seven hundred 



and two bites were from dogs 
while 339 people felt the nip 

Thirteen peoplewerebitten 
by rodents and one reported 
being gnawed by a rabbit or 
hare. Another 39 people suf- 
feredbites by “other” animals 
—while hiking most were bit¬ 
ten and couldn’t determine 
the species, whether it be a 
raccoon, skunk, fox or other 
wild animal. 

One bite, reported by ahos- 
pital, was categorized by the 


health department as “un¬ 
known” because the victim 
was too inebriated to narrow 
down what or who did the bit¬ 
ing. 

No one has died of rabies in 
Niagara for almost 40 years. 
The last human case in On¬ 
tario was in 2012 in Toronto. 

Hunter said until this past 
December when raccoon ra¬ 
bies were reported in Hamil- 
tonandHaldimand,batswere 
the biggest potential source 
of rabies transmission to hu- 


Hesaidahugedenthasbeen 
made in wild animal rabies in 
recentyears with aerialbaiting 
drops and catch and release 
programs by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and other 
provincial agencies. 

Bats, though, can’t be vac¬ 
cinated. 

“No one has come up with a 
mechanism as yet so bats are 
something we’re more con¬ 
cerned about,” Hunter said. 
“In fact where we’ve had tests 
done in Niagara, bats have 
been the species where we 
found the rabies virus in re¬ 
cent years.” 

Most ofthebat cases happen 
in older homes where bats be¬ 
come residents,he said.Aper- 
sonwakesupwithabatin their 
bedroom and may or may not 
know if they’ve been bitten 
overnight 

Public health determines if 


TAKING A 
BITE OUT OF 
NIAGARA 

Niagara Region 
Public Health 
investigations of 
animal bites in 2015 

Dogs-702 
Cats-339 
Bats-44 


It’s recommendedpeople who 
seebats in theirhome close the 
door of the room and call the 


humane society. 

Physicians, police officers 
and humane society employ¬ 
ees are required by law to re- 
portbites they knowofto pub¬ 
lic health, which then has to 
investigate. 

Hunter said public health 
tries to determine the se¬ 
quence of events that led to 
the bite, such as whether an 
animal was provoked, which 


couldjustmeanbeingfed,orif 
it was an out-of-the-ordinaiy 
attack. 

When possible, the health 
department quarantines the 
animal for 10 days, sometimes 
ontheowner’sproperty.Hunt- 
er said iftheanimalis alive after 
10 days, it means it wasn’t rab¬ 
id, because biting is a phase at 
the end of the rabies illness. 

In 2015,745 animals, most¬ 
ly dogs and cats, were quaran¬ 
tined in Niagara Anothereight 
animals were deadbythe time 
publichealth investigated and 
were sent out for testing. 

In past years the depart¬ 
ment has investigated bites 
by horses, alpaca, deer and 
squirrels. 

When it comes to wild ani¬ 
mals, Hunter said it’s best to 
admire them from a distance. 

They can feel threatened 
and will respondbybiting and 
scratching. 

“Exercise caution, particu- 
larlywith animals in the wild,” 
Hunter said. “They may look 
cute but they’re not in a Dis¬ 
ney film” 



MDDd) 

A CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE IN ONTARIO WINEMAKING 

March 4-6, 2016 
SCOTIABANK CONVENTION CENTRE 


1 a weekend in 
wine country 


cuvee.ca/tickets 



Grand Tasting and Apres Cuvee Party 

March 4 

Grand Tasting — 7:30 to 10 p.m. 

Featuring 50+ Ontario VQA wineries and 15 culinary partners. 

• Ontario's finest winemakers presenting their favourite wines 

• Ontario's top chefs displaying delicious culinary dishes at live 
cooking stations 

Apres Cuvee Party — 9:30 p.m. to midnight 

A post-event party featuring sparkling wines, Icewine and local 
craft beer. 

• Dance the night away 

Cuvee en Route 

March 4-6 

Cuvee tickets include a passport to visit 30+ wineries for special 
sampling flights. 

• Cost is included with Grand Tasting ticket or can be purchased 
separately for $30 
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Winter walking poses 
dangers for dogs and cats 


W inter is here in full force, and 
with it comes messy roads 
and dirty and frozen car windshields. If 
you are like me, there is nothing more 
irritating than trying to drive with no 
windshield washer fluid in your car. As 
well, it is all too easy to spill the washer 
fluid on the ground while trying to fill 
the reservoir, especially in cold weather. 
Did you know that both cats and dogs 
are attracted to the taste of a dangerous 
product in windshield washer fluid? 

Windshield fluid contains antifreeze 
which is usually methanol or ethylene 
glycol. Both are toxic to pets — even if con¬ 
sumed in very small quantities. Ethylene 
glycol has a sweet taste and is more lethal 
than methanol. 

Methanol is wood alcohol and the toxic 
dose to dogs is about seven grams per kg 
of body weight. The toxic dose for cats is 
much less. Signs of methanol poisoning 


including staggering, vomiting, diarrhea, 
tremors, respiratory depression, seizures, 
and coma. These signs usually start within 
the first hour after ingestion. 

Ethylene glycol, the antifreeze found 
in radiator coolant for vehicles, can also 
be found in windshield washer fluid. The 
lethal dose for a dog is less than 1 teaspoon 
per kg of body weight and less than 1/8 
teaspoon per kg of body weight for a cat 
Immediate signs of ethylene glycol poison¬ 
ing are the same as methanol poisoning. 
As the hours go by the heart and respira- 

ops. Untreated ethylene glycol poisonings 
will usually lead to death due to kidney 
and liver damage. 

If you suspect your pet may have 
ingested some antifreeze, take your pet 
immediately to your veterinarian or to an 
emergency veterinary hospital. If treat¬ 
ment is started early, then your pet can be 

fluids to rehydrate and balance electro¬ 
lytes, administering agents like activated 
charcoal to prevent further absorption of 
the antifreeze, and, in the case of ethylene 
glycol, the administration of a specific 
antidote. 

Prevention of accidental ingestion 



involves cleaning up spills and disposing 
of the rags or paper towels in a secure 
container Use a funnel to pour the washer 
fluid into your vehicle to prevent spills m 
the first place. Take the time to have a look 
under the front of your vehicle for any 
fluids that may be leaking onto the ground, 
either in the garage or out on the driveway. 

When walking your dog or cat, avoid 
allowing them to walk through puddles 
on the street that may contain fluids from 
a leaky vehicle, and wipe off their paws 
at the end of the walk. Never let your pet 
roam freely as they have a greater chance 
of contacting these lethal substances. 

Other cold-weather hazards include 


paws etqtosed to salt and ice trappings 
between the toes, and abrasions on the 
paw pads. If paw damage is reoccurring, 
look into doggy boots — if your dog is 
slowly taught to accept them, they work 


pery roads to avoid a fall yourself and to 
allow vehicles more time to slow down or 


Take time to enjoy a nice winter day 
outdoors with your pet Dogs love to play 
in the snow, but they, too, can experience 
hypothermia When you are ready to go 
indoors, they usually are too. If you leave 
them for a while in an enclosed yard, be 
sure to check on them frequently to avoid 
any possible frostbite, especially to ear 
tips and paws. They are relying on you to 
let them back inside their warm home. 

It seems only a month ago we were 
wondering if winter was not going to come 
this yeat; but here it is. If it is any consola- 


mid-point, and every day the daylight gets 
We'll just have to use these cold snowy 


practice in Niagara Falls. 
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Panthers already looking to next season 


BERNDFRANKE 

Postmedia Network 

It's all but certain where two 

standings when the Greater 
Ontario Junior Hockey League 
season wraps up five weeks 
from now. 

Only one of them will make 
it past the first round of the 
playoffs and remain in con¬ 
tention for a provincial junior 
B championship. 

edonia Corvairs, boasting a 
remarkable .934 winning per¬ 
centage entering weekend 
action, must be considered a 
heavy favourite to capture the 
Sutherland Cup for the third 

The other team that already 
has a good idea of where it 

shoe Conference when the 
season winds up Feb. 28 is the 
Pelham Panthers. Though not 
yet mathematically eliminated 
from finishing anywhere but 
last in the eight-team confer¬ 


ence, Pelham is all but certain 
to face Caledonia when post¬ 
season play gets underway. 

Head coach Paul MacLean 
conceded the Panthers, unlike 
the Ancaster Avalanche, their 
opponents in a game Jan. 19 

suing a goal of playoff seeding 
as the regular season winds 

“All we are trying to do 

every night,” MacLean said 
after a 7-3 loss to Ancaster 
that extended the team's los¬ 
ing streak to nine games. 

He said injuries and sus- 

ing scoring threat Adam Pet¬ 
rie for two games, have con¬ 
tributed to the young team's 
struggles of late and 1-30-0-4 
record overall. 

"We need to have all of our 
players in order to compete," 
said MacLean, who is in his 
first year coaching the Pan¬ 
thers. "We’re not a team that 
can't go with 12 (forwards) 
and six (defencemen) every 


•Bait I 




Foot Care & Orthopedic Center 



CUSTOM FOOT 
ORTHOTICS 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 

• Heel Pain • Toe Pain • Ankle Pain • Knee Pain 

• Arch Pain • Plantar Fascitis • Diabetic Foot Pain 

WE CAN HELP! 

* Knee Braces & Splints 

• Custom Foot Orthotics 

• Medical Compression Stockings 

TOTAL FOOT CARE 

• Seniors Callous Removal 
• Corns • Nail Trimming 
• Medi - Pedi on-site • Ingrown toe nails 
• Athletes Feet • Nail Fungus • Thickened Nails 
New Patients and Walk Ins WELCOME! 


595 Carlton St., St. Catharines, 905.934.4248 
137 Catharine St., Fort Erie, 905.934.4248 
5547 Portage Rd„ Unit B, Niagara Falls, 905.358.5008 
3658 Hibbard Rd„ Ridgeway, 905.934.4248 
555 Prince Charles Rd„ Welland, 905.934.4248 
3951 -19th St., Jordan Station, 905.562.5221 
177 King St„ Port Colbourne, 289.479.5071 


night. I don’t think we've had 
a full lineup all season." 

If there's a silver lining to 

early glimpse of midget play¬ 
ers who may be ready to make 
the jump to junior B. MacLean 
said in addition to filling holes 

players are giving the Pan¬ 
thers a chance to look ahead 
to the 2016-17 season. 

"It's a good chance for them 
to prove themselves," he said. 
“Today was an audition for 

MacLean doesn't consider 
giving ice time to recent cal¬ 
lups a slight against the play¬ 
ers who have been with the 
team since the start of the 
season. 

“It's not a threat. Everybody 
has had the opportunity to 
play,” he said. "If they're not 
doing their job then we make 
changes." 

Despite the team's won-loss 

improvement, citing a 4-2 loss 
to the Welland Junior Canadi¬ 
ans and a 3-0 setback to the 
Fort Erie Meteors. 

I thought we were competi- 

He suggested Petrie, the 
team's scoring leader with 



12 goals, might have made a 
game-changing contribution 
in the loss to Fort Erie had 
he not been serving the first 
game of a suspension. 

“We had opportunities 
to score on a 5-on-3 (power 
play), but we just couldn't buy 
a goal,” MacLean said. “We 
don't have a lot of natural goal 



to be ugly, so to speak.” 


Tim Toffolo, Panthers 
owner and director of hockey 

experience as the biggest rea¬ 
son the team will finish in last 
place in a “rebuilding year.” 


"We’re developing our play¬ 
ers, and they’re coming along. 
I think we've seen a lot of guys 
get a lot better,” he said. 

"At the end of the day, when 
you don’t have the five or six 
players with three or four 
years in junior B, it's tough for 
us to compete.” 

“It's very difficult to com¬ 
pete with teams of that level. 
Our kids are still learning to 
shut down these guys." 

Jesse Hilton scored a hat 
trick and collected an assist 
to lead Ancaster in Tuesday 
night’s game. 

Cole Nagy, Lucas Pozzebon, 


Reilly Webb and Jack Wismer 

the whlstle-to-whistle win. 

Dylan Cancilla, Liam Litde 
and Jeffrey Venzon replied for 
the Panthers who were out- 
shot 58-22. 

Little's marker was bis first 
at the junior B level since 
being called back from the 
Greater Toronto Hockey 
League a week ago. 

He is among as many as 10 
affiliated players who have 
seen action in a Panthers 
lineup that has been hurt by 

Cole Ceci earned the vic¬ 
tory between the pipes as the 
Avs improved to 5-0 versus 
Pelham this season. 

Tyler Caruana made 51 
saves in a loss that dropped 
Pelham’s record to 1-30-0-4. 

Neither side was particu- 



play. 

Ancaster finished the game 
l-for-7 with a man advantage; 


the Panthers, 0-for-6. 

point ahead of the idle St. 
Catharines Falcons in the 
race for second place in the 
GOJHL’s Golden Horseshoe 
Conference. 

However, St. Catharines, 
23-9-2-2; has four games in 
hand on the 22-11-4-3 Ava- 

Pelham hosts the Thorold 
Blackhawks Friday. 

Ancaster returns to the 
ice the following night with 
a road game against the Fort 
Erie Meteors. 

Thorold is the only team to 
lose to the Panthers in league 
play so far this season. The 
Hawks, who suffered a 2-1 set¬ 
back Dec. 4 in Pelham, lead 
the season series 4-1, eight 
points to three with the Pan¬ 
thers picking up a consolation 
point in an overtime loss. 


bernd.franke@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @TribSportsDesk 
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NPCA floating new Welland River floodplain 


WAYNE CAMPBELL 

Special to Postmedia Network 
More than 5,000 house¬ 
holds within 500 metres of the 
Welland River will soon receive 

In it, Niagara Peninsula Con- 


the agency’s new floodplain 
mapping strategy and policy 
framework. 

In September, it plans to for- 

plain lines and policies. 

They will involve three sets 
of lines on maps of the Welland 
River from the Binbrook dam in 
Hamilton to the Niagara River. 

The maps will indicate, based 
on risk of flooding, where con¬ 
struction and development 
would be permitted, modified 
or prohibited. 

The maps will follow a colour 
code of green, yellow and red 
indicating no risk to high risk. 

NPCA chief administrative 
officer Carm D'Angelo said in 
an interview that a group of 
stakeholders — the watershed 
floodplain committee — sug¬ 
gested the direct mailing to 
property owners. 

NPCA plans to back it up 
with news releases, advertising, 
website postings, social media 
and four town hall meetings, in 
Chippawa, Welland, Welland- 
port and Caistor Centre. 

The 5,000 properties line the 
river in Hamilton, Haldimand, 
West Lincoln, Wainfleet, Pel¬ 
ham, Welland and Niagara 


Catharines. 

Compared to 1985, the 
authority has much better data 
based on current technology 
and knows how much infra¬ 
structure has changed along 
the river, he said. 

After problems following 
2010, "thecommunityhastobe 
confident that the latest data is 
considered in constructing new 
lines,” Timms said. 

This time NPCA spent a year 
on planning and mapping 
research before introducing the 
process to the public. 

It is also working under more 
recent provincial guidelines. 

As it has since 1959, the 
authority must ensure conser¬ 
vation of habitats, waterways 
and natural features along with 
protection of people and prop¬ 
erty from flooding. Now, it must 
also consider climate change 
and its effects on the water- 

“Most people get it,” said 
D’Angelo about climate 

Recent flooding of neigh¬ 
bourhoods in Calgary, Burl¬ 
ington and Stoney Creek, along 
with provincial and national 
discussions about climate 
change, has raised awareness 
ofrisks,hesaid. 

While the Welland River may 
not surge with flash floods, it 
does carry its own forms of ris¬ 
ing waters from rain and run¬ 
off 

Steve Miller, supervisor of 


The floodplain committee, 
which is made up of NPCA staff 
and board members along with 
property owners, represent- 

other interested parties, said 
direct mailing is a good way to 
engage the public in the proc- 


lier effort to revise the official 
1985 major-storm floodlines 
for the watershed. 

In 2010, NPCA approved 
new lines. However, it did not 
tell anyone. 

Farmers, homeowners and 
developers discovered them 
when they applied for building 


The surprise change led to a 
stormy two-year confrontation. 

Individuals, property-owner 
groups, developers and munic¬ 
ipalities questioned the validity 
of the floodlines, hired experts 
and threatened legal action. 

The new lines were dropped. 

“We want to do it right this 

consultation as possible,” said 
NPCA chair Bruce Timms, 
a regional councillor for St. 


NPCA TOWN 
HALL MEETINGS 


Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority 
has set up four town hall 
meetings to explain new 
floodplain mapping along the 
Welland River. 

They will be held in 
Chippawa, Welland, Caistor 
Centre and Wei landport 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. with a 
presentation at 6:30. 

The schedule is: 

■Wednesday,Feb. 3, 
at Chippawa Willoughby 
Memorial Arena (meeting 
room) 9000 Sodom Rd„ 
Niagara Falls 

■Tuesday, Feb. 16, 
Riverstone Event Centre 414 
River Rd„ Welland; 

■Thursday,Feb. 25, 
Caistor Community Centre, 
1683 Abingdon Rd„ West 

■ Monday Feb. 29, 
Wellandport Community 
Centre, 5042 Canborough 
Road (Reg. Road 63), West 


water resources who monitors 
river flow, said “the Welland 
River is one of most compli¬ 
cated watercourses in North 
America.” 

It is affected by the Ontario 
Power Generation canal in Nia¬ 
gara Falls that sloshes Welland 
River water back upstream each 
day. The river flows through 
two siphons under branches of 


the Welland Canal in Welland. 
And it has the pressures of rural 
farmland runoff and urban res¬ 
idential stormwater. 

Miller said NPCA oversees 
140 watercourses. Half of them 
have floodplain mapping, espe¬ 
cially if they flow through built- 
up communities. That’s where 
there’s potential impact from 
flooding. 


“It is more like a tidal basin 
as opposed to a watercourse,” 
said Miller. 

DAngelo said anyone who 
wishes to attend the four pub¬ 
lic meetings on the floodplain 
lines is invited. They need not 
be within 500 metres of the 

The 500-metre band on each 
side of the river serves as “a 


study area,” he said. 

The actual floodplain 
lines along the river will vary 
depending on natural condi¬ 
tions, height of banks, land ele¬ 
vations, structures and other 
features. 

The people who attend the 
meetings tend to be tuned into 
the river and provide informed 
opinions, DAngelo said. 


UNDERGROUND TRANSMISSION LINE - 
NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE 

For the Niagara Region Wind Project, FWRN 


Project Name Niagara Region Wind Project (the “Project”) 

Project Location Within the Townships of West Lincoln and Wainfleet and the Town of Lincoln in the 

Niagara Region and Haldimand County in Southern Ontario 
Notice Dated At Haldimand County and Niagara Region, the 17th of January 2016. 

Niagara Region Wind Corporation, now FWRN LP (the “Proponent”), are engaging in a renewable 
energy project for which a Renewable Energy Approval (“REA”) was issued by the Ministry of the 
Environment (now the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change) on November 21,2014. 
Project Description 

The Project is located within the Townships of West Lincoln and Wainfleet and the Town 
of Lincoln in the Niagara Region and Haldimand County in Southern Ontario. The Project 
will consist of 77 wind turbine generators, step-up transformer, electrical collector lines, 
a transmission line, two transformer substations, turbine access roads and construction 
staging areas. The Project will have a total maximum nameplate capacity of up to 230 MW. 

Underground Transmission Line - Road Closure 

CANBOROUGH ROAD: 

Vault and duct bank installations, along with underground 
trenching will begin on Canborough Road, between 
Collver Road to Regional Road 45. 

The road closure would be from: Jan. 25 to Feb. 2,2016. 

Detours for this road closure are: Wellandport Road to 
Regional Road 45 (see diagram). 

Please note that public services (i.e. mail delivery, garbage pick-up, school buses, 
etc.) may be disrupted during this time. 

If you have any obstructions in the right-of-way near your property (e.g. fences, private gas 
lines, gardens, tiles, electrical lines), please contact Shiloh Berriman (contact information 
below). 

Project Contact Information 

If you have any questions or concerns throughout the Project’s construction phase, please 
do not hesitate to contact us at: 


NIAGARA REGION WIND PROJECT CONTACT 

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION 

Shiloh Berriman 

Cell: 289-683-2563 

General Number: 819-363-6491 

Toll Free: 1-844-363-6491 

Project email: info@nrwc.ca 

Project website: www.nrwf.ca 
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Award shows delphinium’s a blooming success 




Dr. Kimberly Dobson 



IN THE VILLAGE 


Sautee ou4t& fane 


Evening appointments available 

□ Do you experience tooth sensitivity or suffer from tooth pa 

□ Are you unhappy with your smile? 

□ Do you have dental questions that you need answered? 

□ Are you nervous about dental treatment? 

20 HWY20, UNIT 13, 

FONTHILL (In the Fonthill Plaza) 

Visit us on line at www.dentistryinthevillage.ca 



NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Call us today 

M8MM 


tall flower stems as they develop. 


heavy frost, late-fall early-winter plants 



^p^l^ta^fwlSe^andNightsCdeep^ 



and will also bloom the first year from 
seed. 

Container-grown delphiniums pur¬ 
chased from garden retailers will often 
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Starting February! 

Courses are tuition-free! . 

Available in ™ * 

Welland & St.Catharines 

Location 

Info Sessions 
(No need to call ahead) 

WELLAND, 

Centennial SS, 240 Thorold Rd, W. 
or call: 905-735-0700 x. 60711 

Wed., Jan. 27, Feb. 3 

1:00p.m., Room 226 

ST. CATHARINES 

Lifetime Learning Centre, 535 Lake St, 

or call: 905-646-3737 

Wed., Jan. 27, Feb. 3 

1:00p.m. 

Learn the MS Office, Windows, Internet, 1 gj Jsjk 

Graphics, Web Page, Multimedia, and Ijjl Tl|| 

morel Gain job skills, work experience, k| III 

and if needed earn credits! (each site may ™“ * 

Adult & Community Education 905-687-7000 


ATTRACT NEW CUSTOMERS TO FURTHER 
GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

££ Advertisers - Expand 
your Marketing Reach 99 


Roll-overs for print ads to web 
and/or other markets 
= tremendous market exposure! 
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TO ALL OF YOU WHO MADE THE 

2016IIHF WOMEN'S U18 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP GREAT 



THANK YOU! 


For those of you who we may have missed we apologize but 
thank you for making the event so special! 


IIIHF 4± A 


<S> B 


Canada ^Ontario ^.Catherines 













